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The prophet Hosea faces a challenge unique among
all the Old Testament prophets: an unfaithful wife.
But God uses even this painful infidelity for good, as
Hosea's difficulties beautifully exemplify God's loving
attempts to draw the spiritually promiscuous Israelites
back to himself. In the New Testament, John writes three
letters, all of them to different people, but a common
thread running through all three is John's insistence that
Christians love each other and stand for God's truth.
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In the Old Testament, a series of prophets record DEC 5-11

galvanizing visions of God's holy anger, justice,
and mercy. Some, such as Jonah, even witness God's
awe-inspiring miracles firsthand. And the visions
don’t end there. In the New Testament, the book of
Revelation begins with John's mysterious, fascinating
descriptions of the things that he's been shown: world
events, heaven, and the glorious throne of God.
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In the Old Testament, each prophet hails from different
periods of Israel’s history and has a unique area of focus,
but they are united in their cries for one thing: that God's
people would repent and return to his loving embrace. In
the book of Revelation, John relates a flood of amazing
visions of the end of days. These chapters describe terrors
and beasts, but John never loses sight of God's power over
even these fearsome things.
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In the book of Revelation, the final battle between heaven DEC 19-25

and hell unfolds, in which God defeats Satan and all his
evil. And in the Old Testament, the prophet Zechariah
speaks of a similar victory: the coming of a King to
Jerusalem and the joyful salvation and restoration of
God's people. God will conquer his enemies and reign
gloriously over all of Creation.

“But you are near, O LORD, and all your
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Congratulations on reaching the end of the year and DEC 26-31

reading through the whole Bible! As you finish these
readings—in which Jesus Christ's coming is joyfully
anticipated—think about all you have read and experienced
over the past year. You have seen the grand story God
is telling with all of Creation, including you. As you
look toward the next year, ask yourself how you might
participate in that story.
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