This week we witness a high point in Israel’s history. God FEB 1-7

personally gives Moses the laws that will set Israel apart
from every other nation on earth. In the New Testament,
Jesus marches unwaveringly toward Jerusalem—and his
crucifixion. The disciples prepare for the Last Supper, Judas
agrees to betray Jesus to his enemies, and Jesus prayerfully
struggles to prepare for the suffering that he knows he will
face.

“Your eternal word, O LorD,

stands firm in heaven.”

PS 119:89
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The Israelites fall into idolatry even as Moses receives FEB 8-14

the law directly from God. God justly punishes them for
their sin, but he has mercy on them and continues to dwell
among them. The Gospel of Matthew closes with Jesus'
darkest hours followed by his greatest triumph. He endures

disloyalty, humiliation, torture, and execution; but he also
defeats death and rises from the grave!

“Your eternal word, O LorD,

stands firm in heaven.”

PS 119:89
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Mark, as the Gospel that records the most of Jesus’ miracles, FEB 15-21
lives up to its reputation in this week's readings. Jesus
walks on water, subdues the weather, and demonstrates
his righteous authority over demons. In Leviticus, God
elaborates on his laws for holiness, giving instructions
for the priesthood that will be led by Moses' older brother,
Aaron. The importance of following the law is underscored
by the fate of Aaron'’s sons, who fail to obey it.

“Your eternal word, O LorD,

stands firm in heaven.”

PS 119:89
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In the Old Testament, God gives his people a list of things to FEB 22-28/29
avoid (such as dishonesty, sexual immorality, and idolatry)
and things to pursue (such as justice, personal holiness,
and compassion). In the New Testament, Mark's Gospel
corroborates Matthew’s account of the feeding of the four
thousand, the Transfiguration, and Jesus' celebrated entry
into Jerusalem. Peter makes his ringing declaration of
Jesus' true identity: “You are the Messiah.”

“How I delight in your commands!
How I love them!”

PS 119:47
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