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With the northern kingdom of Israel in ruins, the southern JUNE 27-JULY 3
kingdom of Judah is all that remains of a once-flourishing
nation. Righteous Judean kings like Hezekiah and Josiah
strike at the roots of idolatry among their people. In the
New Testament, Paul causes riots in Jerusalem after
returning from his third missionary journey. Arrested by
the Jewish high council, he makes a series of courtroom
appearances that will lead him to the authorities of Rome.

EFLECT &

“You are my refuge and my shield; your

word is my source of hope.”
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In the Old Testament, the writer of 1 Chronicles gives JULY 4-10

us a bird's-eye view of Israel's history, then takes
a closer look at the triumphs and growing pains of
David's fledgling kingdom. In the New Testament, Paul
sails for Rome to present his case before Caesar and to
bring the Good News to the heart of the world's greatest
empire. The voyage is fraught with storms, shipwrecks,
and snakebites, but God is with Paul all the way.

“You are my refuge and my shield; your

word is my source of hope.”
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This week, we make our first foray into Paul's letters! JULY 11-17

In Romans, the great apostle tells us just how Christ's
death and resurrection free us from the power of sin. In
the Old Testament, we get another perspective on the
end of David's reign and the beginning of Solomon's. In
a scene not recorded anywhere else in Scripture, David
personally entrusts Solomon with the details for his most
important job as king: to build the Temple of the Lord.
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A WAY TO SEE

“You are my refuge and my shield; your

word is my source of hope.”
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Paul continues his letter to the Romans by emphasizing the JULY 18-24

love and mercy of God. God offers salvation to everyone,
Paul reminds the Christians of Rome, regardless of what
is in their past. In the Old Testament, 2 Chronicles records
the sad division of the Israelite kingdom. The Chronicler
continues his focus on the history of Judah, the southern
kingdom, as its people contend with powerful enemy
nations and with the constant temptations of idolatry.
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“You are my refuge and my shield; your

word is my source of hope.”
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