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The Old Testament records the beginning of Israel’s golden MAY 30-JUNE 5
age. David's son Solomon takes the throne and becomes
renowned for his God-given wisdom and wealth, which he
uses to build the great Temple of the Lord. The book of Acts
records another beginning, as Jesus ascends into heaven
and the Holy Spirit fills the apostles at Pentecost. Led by
Peter, they set out to spread the Good News to the world.

“I rejoice in your word like one who

discovers a great treasure.”
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In the Old Testament, the kingdom of Israel begins its JUNE 6-12
long, slow decline. The nation splits in two, and each
successive king leads the people further and further from
God. In response, God raises up the great prophet Elijah to
set his people straight. In the New Testament, the apostles
receive their first taste of serious opposition. A man named
Saul persecutes the Christians mercilessly, leading a mob
to arrest and murder Christians. But God isn't done with
Saul yet.

“I rejoice in your word like one who

discovers a great treasure.”
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We see the early Christian faith overcome all obstacles JUNE 13-19
as it spreads like wildfire. Even imprisonment and the
looming threat of execution don't stop Peter and Paul from
establishing and strengthening churches throughout the
Roman empire. In the Old Testament, Elijah goes toe-to-toe
with King Ahab and Queen Jezebel as he fights against the
idolatry that's taken root in Israel.

“I rejoice in your word like one who

discovers a great treasure.”
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Life in the divided kingdom of Israel becomes increasingly JUNE 21-27
turbulent and bloody. Armies clash and rulers assassinate
one another as they jockey for power. Priests and
prophets do their best to lead Israel back to God, but the
northern kingdom's continued disobedience incurs dire
consequences. In the New Testament, the gospel spreads
to Greece, where it clashes with the pagan faith there. Paul
braves imprisonment and riots to continue his mission.

“I rejoice in your word like one who

discovers a great treasure.”
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