This week in the Old Testament, we get an idea of just how
numerous the Israelites have become. They worry and
complain about how they will be fed in the wilderness, and
although their lack of faith gets them into trouble, God still
provides for them. In the New Testament, Jesus continues
ministering right up to the night of his arrest. Though he
struggles with the knowledge of his coming suffering, he
also gives his followers a glimpse of the future, when he
will return.

“How I delight in your commands!
How I love them!”
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Join us as we move on to Luke's account of the life of MAR 7-13
Jesus, which begins with the unusual events surrounding
the birth of the one who was the "voice shouting in the
wilderness”—John the Baptist. In the Old Testament, the
Israelites continue to wander in the wilderness as God
leads them through encounters with hostile nations and an
unscrupulous sorcerer named Balaam. Then, an important
figure—the last person anyone would suspect—stumbles
into sin and is permanently barred from entering the
Promised Land.

“How I delight in your commands!
How I love them!”
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In the Old Testament, the Israelites arrive at the edge of MAR 14-20

the Promised Land after long years of wandering. Moses
allots a portion of the land to each tribe of Israel and,
as Deuteronomy opens, calls the people to remember
all the great things that God has done for them. In the
New Testament, Jesus begins preaching the Good News,
encouraging his listeners to love one another and to serve
God wholeheartedly.

“How I delight in your commands!
How I love them!”
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This week, the Old Testament gives us a crash course in
God's law. Moses reminds the Israelites of God’s purpose for

them. In Luke, Jesus’ followers swell in number as he casts
out demons, works miracles, and extends compassion to the
faithful and the doubting. Luke also draws special attention
to the women who followed Jesus: Joanna, a business
manager for Herod; Mary Magdalene; and even a bleeding,
suffering woman who receives healing through faith.

“How I delight in your commands!
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How I love them!”
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